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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Levy (U.S. 
6,505,160). 

As per claim 1, Levy teaches a method for a media agent to monitor multiple broadcast 
transmissions, each broadcast transmission containing media content, comprising: identifying 
the broadcast transmissions to be monitored (column 2, lines 4-21); establishing connections 
with the identified broadcast transmissions (column 1, lines 40-60); identifying, for each 
connected broadcast transmission, at least one characteristic of the media content associated with 
the connected broadcast transmission (column 2, lines 4-21); and maintaining the association 
between the identified at least one characteristic of the media content and the connected 
broadcast transmission (column 2, lines 22-37). 

As per claim 2, Levy further teaches that the broadcast transmissions are composed of 
streaming audio data (column 2, lines 20-21). 
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As per claim 3, Levy further teaches that the broadcast transmissions are transmitted over 
the Internet (column 2, lines 20-21). 

As per claim 4, Levy further teaches that the step of identifying the at least one 
characteristic of media content is accomplished through the use of pattern recognition (3; 24-47). 

As per claim 5, Levy further teaches that the pattern recognition scheme examines the 
audio portion of the media content (3; 24-47). 

As per claim 6, Levy further teaches that the step of identifying the at least one 
characteristic of the media content associated with each connected broadcast transmission is 
accomplished with metadata (2; 22-37). 

As per claim 7, Levy further teaches terminating the connection to the identified 
broadcast transmissions after the step of identifying the at least one characteristic of the media 
content is complete; and wherein the step of establishing connections with the identified 
broadcast transmissions is not performed simultaneously for all broadcast transmissions (4; 40- 
62). 

As per claim 8, Levy further teaches reestablishing, when a transition in media content is 
expected, connections to the identified broadcast transmissions whose connections were 
terminated (4; 40-62). 

As per claim 9, Levy further teaches that the expected transition in media content is based 
on a duration of the media content (4; 40-62). 

As per claim 10, Levy further teaches presenting the at least one characteristic of the 
media content to a user for each connected broadcast transmission (4; 40-62). 
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As per claim 1 1, Levy further teaches receiving a selection of one of the at least one 
characteristic of the media content from among all the at least one characteristic of the media 
contents presented to the user; and causing the user to receive the broadcast transmission 
associated with the selected at least one characteristic of the media content (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 

As per claims 12-14, Levy further teaches that the at least one characteristic of the media 
content is a musical genre, title of a song, and name of an artist (2; 47-50). 

As per claim 15, Levy further teaches receiving preferred media content parameters from 
a user (2; 38-61). 

As per claim 16, Levy further teaches determining whether the at least one characteristic 
of the media content associated with each connected broadcast transmission is within the 
preferred media content parameters; and presenting a notification to the user when the at least 
one characteristic of the media content associated with each connected broadcast transmission is 
determined to be with in the preferred media content parameters (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 

As per claims 17 and 18, Levy further teaches determining whether the at least one 
characteristic of the media content associated with each connected broadcast transmission is 
within the preferred media content parameters; causing the user to receive the broadcast 
transmission associated with the certain type of characteristic when the at least one characteristic 
of the media content associated with each connected broadcast transmission is determined to be 
with the preferred media content parameters (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37); and recording the broadcast 
transmission associated with the certain type of characteristic when the at least characteristic of 
the media content associated with each connected broadcast transmission is determined to be 
with the preferred media content parameters (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 
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As per claim 19, Levy further teaches that the recording broadcast transmission is 
performed for the purpose of time shifting (3; 24-47). 

As per claim 20, Levy further teaches accessing a predetermined set of broadcast 
transmissions from an advisor database where each predetermined broadcast transmission is 
associated with a classification (2; 22-37), wherein the step of identifying the broadcast 
transmission to be monitored is accomplished through an analysis of the classifications 
associated with the set of predetermined broadcast transmissions and the preferred media content 
parameters (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 

As per claim 21, Levy further teaches that the step of classifying broadcast transmissions 
is accomplished through a historical analysis of characteristics of media content associated with 
each broadcast transmission to be classified (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 

As per claim 22, Levy teaches a method comprising the steps of: selecting a group of 
broadcast transmissions to be monitored, each broadcast transmission containing media content; 
and repeating, for each broadcast transmissions, the steps of establishing a connection to the 
broadcast transmissions; and identifying characteristics of the media content contained in the 
connected broadcast transmissions through an analysis of the connected broadcast transmissions 
(4; 40-62, 2; 4-61). 

As per claim 23, Levy further teaches presenting the identified characteristics of the 
media contents to the user (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 

As per claim 24, Levy further teaches receiving from the user a selection from among the 
identified characteristics of the media contents presented to the user; and causing the user to 
receive the broadcast transmission that is associated with the selection (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 



Application/Control Number: 10/046,341 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2145 

As per claim 25, Levy further teaches receiving from the user a selection of preferred 
media content parameters; determining whether the identified characteristics of each media 
content is within the preferred media content parameters; and notifying the user when the 
identified characteristics of a media content is identified as being contained in a broadcast 
transmission within the group of broadcast transmissions (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 

As per claim 26, Levy teaches a media agent comprising: a user interface for a user to 
identify a plurality of broadcast transmissions; a network interface for receiving a plurality of 
identified broadcast transmissions from a network; a media decoder for decoding each broadcast 
transmission received from the network; and a monitoring module for identifying at least one 
characteristic of the decoded broadcast transmission (4; 40-62, 2; 4-61). 

As per claim 27, Levy further teaches that the user interface presents the at least one 
characteristic of the decoded broadcast transmission to the user (4; 40-62, 2; 22-37). 

As per claim 28, Levy further teaches that the monitoring module is additionally for 
associating the identified at least one characteristic of the media content with the broadcast 
transmission received from the network (4; 40-62, 2; 4-61). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanim Hossain whose telephone number is 571/272-3881 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on 571/272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tanim Hossain 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2145 
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